
Global bioenergy/forest conflict database: risks 

and opportunities for business development

Maxim Trishkin, 
Project Researcher, 

University of Eastern Finland, 
+358504424266, 

maxim.trishkin@uef.fi

Petrozavodsk State University



Why to study conflicts?

ɈCommunication of intestment plans and interaction with stakeholders 
before the investment is considered to be wise...however not always 
taken into account 
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Frequest phenomena: NIMBY



DEBEG project

1) Study how conflicts and stakeholder involvement are taken into 
account in the emerging transnational BEG by focusing on two 
cases: Global Bioenergy Partnership (GBEP) and EU bioenergy 
policy. 

2) Scrutinize concrete local bioenergy projects through 2 case 
studies, one in Finland and Estonia. 

3) Examine bioenergy conflicts globally by constructing a broad 
database, as well as develop related educational resources

4) 4 Focus areas:

1) Transnational Governance Networks

2) National implementation of BEG

3) Local case studies

4) Global bioenergy conflict database
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Methodology of data (case) collection 

ɈMozzila or Google Chrome browser (private search only)

ɈLanguages:

ɬEnglish

ɬFinnish

ɬRussian

ɬFrench

ɬGerman

ɬSwedish

ɬNorwegian

ɬSpanish

ɈProcessing: 10 pages of search 
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Key words in search engine

ɈKey words in different combinations:

ɬbioenergy (biomass, biofuel, bioethanol)  conflict (protest, clash)

ɬbioenergy conflict (continent or country)

ɬ stop bioenergy
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Structure of the database (1/4)*
ɈBASIC INFORMATION

ɈBackground info

ɈMain stakeholders (metadata is stored for further analysis)

ɈConflict type:

ɬ Land use conflict

ɬ Biomass extraction conflicts (legally)

ɬ Illegal biomass extraction

ɬ Bioenergy plans

ɬ Bioenergy governance conflicts

ɈResources

ɬ Forestry

Ɉ Solid wood

Ɉ Firewood

Ɉ Logging residues

Ɉ Industrial residues

ɬ Agriculture/energy crops

Ɉ Agricultural products

Ɉ Agricultural residues

ɬ Wastes

Ɉ Animal waste

Ɉ Household waste

Ɉ Industrial waste

ɈKeywords

ɈReferences
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*adapted structure from FAO conflict resolution



Structure of the database (2/4)
Ɉ LOCATION

ɈCountry

ɈRegion/Town/Settlement

ɈLatitude

ɈLongitude
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Structure of the database (3/4)
ɈANALYSIS

ɈStart date

ɈEnd date

ɈIntensity

ɬ Public debate

ɬ Peaceful action

ɬ Violent action

Ɉ6ÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯÚÛÈÒÌÏÖÓËÌÙÚɀɯÊÖÕÍÓÐÊÛÐÕÎɯÝÈÓÜÌÚɯÖÙɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÚ

ɈBarriers for dialogue

ɈForums for dialogue

ɈSuggestions for conflict resolution / transformation

ɈComments

Contact data (4/4)
ɈName

ɈAffiliation

ɈE-mail
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Results section
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Drax AGM case in UK - conversion from coal to 
biomass
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People are opposing the governmental subsidies, long-term transportation of biomass



Summing up of the bioenergy conflicts

ɈEU countries -> competition for resources (forestry vs. energy, food 
vs. energy)

ɈAsia -> land use conflicts, illegal logging 

ɈRussia and CIS ɬ> illegal logging, HCVF

ɈAustralia, Oceania ɬ> land use change

ɈAfrica -> land use conflicts, illegal logging 

ɈLatin America -> land use conflicts, illegal logging 

ɈNorth America -> competition for resources 
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Main watchdogs in bioenergy conflict area
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Biofuelwatch
INKOTA netzwerk e.V
Rettet den Regenwald
Bioenergy Action
FSC watch
Greenpeace
Friends of the Earth Europe
Transport and Environment
NOPE
European Environmental Bureau (EEB)
Conciliation Resources
WWF
Grain
BioenergyinAfrica
Mongabay
World Bioenergy Association
World Ecological Forum
Fern
BirdLife Europe and Central Asia
CarbonTradeWatch
Global Forest Coalition
Global Justice Ecology Project
Biomassacre
Food and Water Watch



Tenure rights (governance) overlaps with forest 
resources and rural land   
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Arable land management worldwide

Source: Fritz et al. Mapping global cropland and field size. IIASA -IFPRI 2015
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India: land acquisition disputes

Source: RRI,2014

262 land conflicts between January 2013 June 2014
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